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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ

Welcome to the third edition of the 

Checker Cab Facebook Group 

newsletter.

Based on content available, it looks like 

the group can actually have a 

Newsletter produced every two 

months!

Free of charge, feel free to print and 

put in your own binder.  If you would 

like to submit and article or personal 

profile describing you, your car or your 

Checker related company, please feel 

free to submit all content to me at the 

email address on the right side of this 

page.

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ  This issue 

continues with story about the humble 

beginnings of Checker.  The last issue 

covered the con man who

started several enterprises that 

ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŀǿƴŜŘ /ƘŜŎƪŜǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ 

also track one of the last projects at 

Checker, a failure in 1977, it would 

unfortunately foreshadow the sad 

state of the taxicab industry some 40 

years later.

Have you ever heard of Turnpike 

Checker, well this issue will present 

the last surviving franchised Checker 

dealer!

ClassifiedsΣ ȅŜǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ more 

current Checkers available for sale. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ present some spectacular 

photos for the CMC library and 

Facebook member photos.

Please enjoy edition one, if everything 

ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

a Facebook invite for our first show.

Editor: Joe Fay
Drivermatica8@yahoo.com

Owner 1949,1950, 1957 Checkers



Checkerôs Last Dealership

In the December 1957 issue of ATA (American Taxicab 

Association) a small press release headlined ñChecker 

Sales Rep Established in D.C.ò, the release noted that 

ñthis move is another in a series of steps undertaken by 

Checker Cab Sales Corporation to achieve representation 

in new areas where a demand for its product has been 

createdò. Over the next three years similar press releases 

would convey the same message, all part of a broader 

strategy to introduce a Checker in for the consumer car 

market nationally for the 1960 model year.  

Still active in the  

Checker trade, we 

owe a lot to Eric 

Lachmann for 

being a key 

supplier over the 

last 20 plus years 

helping all keep 

their Checkers on 

the road



In 1959 Long Island businessman Mickey Lachmann

opened up a used car lot on Long Island, New York. The 

young Mr. Lachmann was just starting out and would soon 

be looking for other opportunities.  By 1962 Checkerôs top 

sales year, Mr. Lachmann would obtain a Checker 

franchise and name it: Turnpike Checker. Over the next 20 

years Mr. Lachmann would sell about 20 cars a year.  

Loyal to Checker,  Mr. Lachmann and his family would 

operated officially through 1983 performing warranty 

repairs.  

Unlike other dealers at the time who close their respective 

dealerships, the Lachmannôsjust kept on going and they 

are still going today in the Checker trade!  Operated by 

son and Facebook Checker Cab group member Eric 

Lachmann the torch has been carried into the 21st

century. Today, Turnpike still has limited supply of 

inventory and cars in stock!  The picture in this Newsletter 

were taken by Facebook friend Michael Pincus back in 

March, thanks Michael for sharing



After The Con Man
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In the last Newsletter we explored a story about a con man with many 
ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ !ƴŘǊŜǿ Schaum.  
Between 1901 and 1912 Mr. Schaumcreated no less than six car companies.  
All eventually failed, total automobile production amounted to about 50 
buggies over a ten year period.   The companies did succeed in lining Mr. 
{ŎƘŀǳƳΩǎpockets with cash secured by gullible investors.  By 1912 his fifth 
car company Suburban Motors was failing, in an attempt to save the 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ the company was acquired by one of its creditors, R A 
Palmer, who reorganized the enterprise as the Palmer Motor Car Company. 
¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǎŀǘ ƛƴ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ tŀȅŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳōǳǊōŀƴΩǎ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ 
Sheet owed to Palmer. The debt allow Palmer to gain control of Suburban.

Palmer had created the Cartercarcompany in 1905, no longer with Cartercar, 
Palmer wanted to build another car company.  Upon taking over the 
company tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ first action was to finish {ŎƘŀǳƳΩǎpartially assembled 
Suburban cars still sitting in the plant and to liquidate the inventory. 

The Partin-Palmer Model 20 Roadster was offered with a four-cylinder water-cooled engine of 
22 horsepower with Gray and Davis generator and optional  electric starter.  The roadster had a 
56 inch track and 96 inch wheelbase. Standard equipment came with electric lighting, horn, 
speedometer, folding top with side curtains, dust boot, speedometer, tool kit and jack for 
US$495.[

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partin_Manufacturing_Company_(automobile_company)#cite_note-Clymer.2C_p.151-5
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Palmer next brought in his own team of experienced 
car professionals, retaining A C Mason, a known 
automotive expert who had been largely responsible 
for production of the first Chevrolet and who had had a 
hand in the designing of various Buick powertrains. 
tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
Model 38, based on one of Schaum'sSuburban chassis. 
Palmer now had a real car company.

To complete the transformation, Palmer found a new 
partner, the PartinManufacturing Company. In this 
partnership, Partinwould focus on manufacturing and 
Palmer on sales and dealer expansion. The growth 
generated by the partnership allowed manufacturing 
to move to Chicago and between 1913 and 1915, two 
smaller cars were added to the product line, the Model 
20 and the Model 32. Eventually the company 
established 400 dealers in global sales network, 
primarily in the US Midwest it appeared that the car 
and company was headed for success and by 1915 it 
was well on its way. This growth required more capital.

so the company was recapitalized by bringing in new 
cash investors, but despite the infusion of money, a 
lawsuit initiated over a $700 past due creditor bill 
which pushed Partin-Palmer into receivership.

The 1918 Commonwealth Ultra-Four Tourer was essentially a modified 
version of the Palmer-PartinModel 32. These open tourer became 
popular across Europe and North America pressed into taxicab service. 
The rigid and reinforced frame, lined with felt significantly reduced noise 
and rattles. The Checker of 1923 is based off of this vehicle


